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UM LECTURE EXAMINES LOSS OF FAMILY FARMS IN AMERICA 
MISSOULA—
Victor Davis Hanson, classics professor and coordinator of the Classical Studies 
Program at the University of California, Fresno, will present the next installment of the 
President’s Lecture Series at The University of Montana.
Hanson’s lecture, "The End of Farming? The American Heartland in Classical 
Context," begins at 8 p.m. Monday, Feb. 25, in the Montana Theatre, located in the 
Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center. Earlier that day from 3:10 to 4:30 p.m.,
Hanson will present a faculty seminar, "Origins of the Polis -  Ideas and Controversies," in 
Gallagher Building Room 123. Both events are free and open to the public.
"History teaches us that Western civilization grew out of the efforts of small, 
independent farmers — no-nonsense men and women critical not only to the creation but also 
the survival of democracy," Hanson said. "The loss of family farmers from the American 
landscape involves more than just concerns over food and land; it goes to the very heart of 
civilization and culture."
Hanson is a fifth-generation San Joaquin Valley farmer who still lives and works on the
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family’s 60-acre tree and vine farm near Selma, Calif. He received a doctoral degree in 
classics from Stanford University in 1980 and initiated the classics program at California State 
University, Fresno, in 1984. In 1991 he was awarded an American Philological Association 
Excellence in Teaching Award, which is given yearly to the country’s top undergraduate 
teachers of Greek and Latin.
Hanson is the author of nine books, including "Fields Without Dreams: Defending the 
Agrarian Idea" and "The Land Was Everything: Letters From an American Farmer," which 
was named the 2000 Book of the Year by the Los Angeles Times.
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